
5 Tips For Bringing A New Dog Into A House With A Cat 

Many households have dogs and cats living contentedly together.  But the early days need some 

management.  You need to keep the animals and family members happy and safe while the animals 

learn to live together. 

 

1. Don’t expect the dog and cat to be friends straight off.  Do the initial introductions with 

them both being restrained or held by an adult.  Don’t  expect a child to be able to restrain a 

frightened cat or excited dog. Keep the dog and cat separate for a few day, and maybe even 

weeks until they get used to each other and can see each other without reacting strongly. 

Test them out after a few days by controlled greetings through a glass door or security 

screen.   

 

2. Always make sure the cat has an escape route away from the dog.  Some breeds of dogs are 

more likely to chase moving objects than others (Staffies, terriers, hunting breeds) so make 

sure the cat can quickly escape if needed.   

 

3. Be careful when mixing an exuberant puppy and and older cat.  The cat may lose patience 

with the puppy and strike quickly with a claw.  Unfortunately when this happens, the puppy 

usually has his head and nose close to the cat, and a cat claw can do a lot of damage to a 

puppy’s eye. 

 

4. Keep food and water bowls separate so each is not harassed by the other at dinner time.  

Most dogs love cat food and will eat it given a chance.  A previously calm and happy cat may 

become stressed, or your dog may start to put on weight. 

 

5. Keep litter trays away from the dog. Cat poo can seem very tasty to some dogs, and it is 

unpleasant getting a friendly lick from the dog just after he’s eaten the cat poo. 

Some dogs and cats become friends, others just learn to tolerate each other and live together in the 

same house.  Remember to just allow them time to get to know each other and keep them safe. 


